ABSTRACT: Whole-body vibration training has become a popular method used in sports and physiotherapy. The study aimed to evaluate the effect of different vibration frequency and peak-to-peak displacement combinations on men knee flexors and extensors strength in isokinetic conditions. The sample consisted of 49 male subjects randomly allocated to seven comparative groups, six of which exercised on a vibration platform with parameters set individually for the groups. The experimental groups were exposed to vibrations 3 times a week for 4 weeks. The pre-and post-isokinetic strength tests, with the angular velocities of 240°/s and 30°/s, were recorded prior to and 2 days after the training. After 4 weeks of whole-body vibration training, a significant increase was noted regarding the mean values of peak torque, average peak torque and total work for knee flexors at high angular velocity in Groups I (60 Hz/ 4 mm) and V (40 Hz/ 2 mm) (p<0.05). The mean percentage values of post-training changes to study parameters suggest that the training had the most beneficial effect in Groups I (60 Hz/4 mm) and IV (60 Hz/2 mm) (p<0.05). Whole-body vibrations during static exercise beneficially affected knee flexor strength profile in young men at high angular velocity. The combinations of 60 Hz/4 mm seem to have the most advantageous effects on muscle strength parameters. The results obtained by several researchers carried out in healthy population confirmed an increase in muscle strength after WBV training [9, 13, [18] [19] [20] while some others did not reveal any significant effects of WBV on the strength profile of particular muscle groups [13, 14] . The relative increase in isokinetic peak torque for knee extensors after WBV has been estimated to range between 2.1% and 22.14% [9, 18, 21] . However, a comparison of results from different studies poses problems due to differences
INTRODUCTION
Mechanical vibrations provoke a reflexive muscle contraction which is based on a specific myotatic reflex, commonly referred to in literature as a tonic vibration reflex (TVR) [1] . The size of a tonic vibration reflex depends on several factors including vibration frequency and peak-to-peak vibration displacement [2, 3] , initial position in a given exercise and related initial muscle extension [4, 5] , anatomical location of the investigated muscle [6] , vibration type [5] , additional load [5] and modifications to traditional exercises [7] .
Vibration-evoked neuromuscular reflexes have been confirmed by an increase in the amplitude of bioelectrical signals from selected muscles as recorded by surface electromyography [2, 3, 5] . Since wholebody vibration (WBV) markedly activates the striated muscles, it was hypothesized that the long-term whole-body vibration training could result in strength increase in recreationally active young men.
Strength is defined as the maximal force or torque a muscle or muscle group can generate at a specified or determined velocity. The outcomes of maximum voluntary contraction, power, rate of force development and dynamic strength are used as an index of the forceThe effect of the training with the different combinations of frequency and peak-to-peak vibration displacement of whole-body vibration on the strength of knee flexors and extensors AUTHORS: Stania M 1 in WBV training and isokinetic measurements of muscle strength [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] 20, 21] .
Marin and Rhea [22] identified the following moderators of the vibration effect on muscle strength development: the type of vibration platform, gender, training status and exercise protocol (including vibration frequency and peak-to-peak vibration displacement). Vertical-sinusoidal and side-alternating sinusoidal devices deliver vibrations across 20-50 Hz and oscillation amplitude between 2 and 14 mm. Stochastic resonance WBV typically uses a lower vibration frequencies ranging between 1 and 12 Hz, set at amplitudes between 3 and 6 mm [23] . Literature on the subject comprises a large number of scientific reports regarding the effects of WBV on isokinetic muscle strength; however, the majority of researchers tested one combination of vibration frequency and peak-to-peak vibration displacement [10, 12, 13, 17, 20] .
Petit et al. [24] emphasized the significance of appropriate frequency and peak-to-peak vibration displacement selection. Using three different protocols, the investigators demonstrated beneficial effects with respect to knee extensor eccentric voluntary torque and knee flexor isometric voluntary torque after just high intensity vibration training of 50 Hz and 4 mm. Esmaeilzadeh et al. [21] showed that the parameters of 30 Hz / 2-4 mm were more effective than 50 Hz / 2-4 mm in increasing of isometric and concentric peak torque of knee extensor muscles after 8 weeks of WBV training and equally effective in increasing eccentric torque of knee extensors in young healthy participants. Chen et al. [25] indicated that there is a possibility of modulation of vibration parameters by combining higher frequencies with lower peak-to-peak displacements and lower frequencies with higher peak-to-peak displacements. According to Jackson and Turner [26] , prolonged muscle vibration (both with high and low value of frequency) reduces the maximal force and maximum rate of force generation of the knee extensors. This reduction was significantly greater following 30 Hz vibration. However, the study of Salvelberg et al. [27] shows that vibration frequency does not affect neuromuscular performance.
Since vibrations may cause both positive [9, 12, 18, 20] and negative effects [26] , it is essential to select the frequency and peak-topeak vibration displacement that will help activate the muscles most efficiently and obtain optimal changes in neuromuscular function.
Based on the observation that different vibration frequencies and movement amplitudes cause different levels of muscle activity [2] , we hypothesized that a 4-week vibration training with different vibration parameters will have different effects on strength profile of the striated muscles. Hence, the main aim of the study was to evaluate the effect of different vibration frequency and peak-to-peak displacement combinations on men knee flexors and extensors strength in isokinetic conditions.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
An experimental, pretest/postest randomized group, double blind design using six training groups and one control group was employed to examine the effect of whole body vibration training with different frequency and peak-to-peak displacement settings on the strength of knee flexors and extensors.
Subjects
Fifty two recreationally active male physiotherapy students were invited to participate. Recreationally active was classified as participating in low-to-moderate physical activities 2-3 times/week for approximately 20-30 minutes. Three of participants were excluded from the experiment since they met the exclusion criteria, and so ultimately forty nine male subjects entered the study. Four participants discontinued the training due to health reasons. Hence, the results of forty five participants were included in the statistical analysis.
Physical characteristics of the participants are presented in Table 1 .
Exclusion criteria were: past injuries or surgery of the knee, hip joints, anti-pain blockades, acute inflammation of soft tissues and elevated temperature. All participants gave their written informed consent to participate in this study prior to the experiment, which was approved by an ethics committee of the Institutional Review Board. The experiment was carried out in the Department of Physiotherapy Basics at the Jerzy Kukuczka Academy of Physical Education in Katowice, Poland.
The subjects were randomly allocated to 6 experimental and the control group. Simple randomization technique with the use of numbered envelopes, was used in the experiment. The main coordinator knew to which group the participants were assigned to.
The control group (group VII) subjects performed exercises similar to those in the other groups but without the concurrent application 
Vibration Training
The influence of a 4-week whole-body vibration training was assessed.
Participants performed the exercises 3 times a week (Monday, Wednesday, and Friday); the program consisted of sixteen exercises sessions [13] . Whole-body vibration training was carried out on a vibration platform (Fitvibe 600, Gymna Uniphy N.V.). The test participant was in a static position during the exercises. Briefly, each subject was asked to stand on the platform, loading his feet uniformly, with the knee and hip joints bent at 90° and the upper extremities stretched horizontally forwards ( fig. 1 ). The range of flexion of the hip and knee joints was measured with a goniometer. Krol et al. [2] reported significantly increased bioelectrical activity of the lower extremity muscles of subjects standing with the knee joints bent at 90°. The above mentioned position is quite safe as knee flexion reduces the amount of vibration that reaches the head [28] .
The exercise and rest times were adapted from the procedures used by other researchers [9, 29] . A single vibration session in the study was a series of 5 static exercises on a vibration platform for 1 min, followed by a 1 min break. Each participant performed few static stretch exercises of quadriceps femoris and gastrocnemius muscles before each training session.
FIG. 1. Whole-body vibrations.

Isokinetic Dynamometry
The subjects were told not to participate in any strenuous activities the day before the test sessions. The measurements were taken in morning hours to minimize the impact of daily tiredness. The pre-and post-tests were recorded prior to and 2 days after the vibration training intervention in order to avoid potential fatigue and acute effects of the last vibration session [13] .
Isokinetic strength tests were performed bilateral using an isokinetic dynamometer En -Knee (Enraf -Nonius). The dynamometer was calibrated following the manufacturer's guidelines before data collection. The isokinetic strength testes were preceded by 5 minute warm-up exercises performed on a cycle ergometer with constant intensity of 50 W.
Prior to the start of the measurements, each participant was positioned on the isokinetic chair so that the knee movement could The level of statistical significance for all analyses was considered p<0.05. in Group V had moderate to large effects for knee extensors ( Table 2 ).
RESULTS
Angular velocity 30°/s
The vibration training significantly affected the mean values of total work during knee flexion in Groups I and IV (ES=0.285-0.362; p<0.05). After 4 weeks of the intervention, Group VII exhibited significant reduction in the average peak torque for flexion (ES=0.46; p=0.019) ( Table 3) .
used between test velocities. Testing was conducted with visual and auditory feedback.
In order to measure the strength muscle ability and endurance ability, the following variables were calculated from the knee joint flexion and extension tests separately conducted at 240°/s and 30°/s: peak torque, average peak torque, total work. The peak torque was calculated as the highest value from all 30 sec testing contractions.
The average peak torque was calculated as the mean of all peak torques from all testing contractions during 30 sec. The values were normalized to subject's body mass. The all individual repetitions of right and left lower limb were averaged into 1 mean value used in all subsequent statistical analysis.
The hamstring/quadriceps strength ratio (H/Q) was defined by calculating concentric hamstring strength relative to concentric quadriceps strength using the following equation:
H/Q = peak hamstrings torque/ peak quadriceps torque
The conventional isokinetic hamstring:quadriceps strength ratio has been studied extensively [31] [32] [33] .
Statistical Analysis
The Shapiro-Wilk test was used to check the data for normal distribution, while variance homogeneity was investigated using Levene's test. Because some parameters failed to meet the assumption regarding the normal distribution of variables and variance homogeneity, 
Angular velocity 240°/s
FIG. 2.
Percent differences between the pre-and post-measurement of peak torque (PT), average peak torque (APT) and total work (TW)
for flexors (flex) and extensors muscles (ext) at low and high angular velocity (30°/s and 240°/s). Error bars represent standard errors. Significant intergroup differences were marked at p<0.05 (Kruskal-Wallis test).
in Group I and V had moderate to large effects for knee flexors (Table 5) . A statistical analysis also revealed a significant increase in total work in Group II (ES=0.435; p=0.015) and peak torque in Group IV (ES=0.808; p=0.037). The effect size for all dependent variables for knee flexors in Group IV was between 0.664 and 0.808 (Table 5 ).
Intergroup differences between the pre-and post-measurements
Intergroup differences were only noted regarding the extensor peak torque and total work at the angular velocities of 240°/s and 30°/s, respectively. In general, over 10% increase in the study parameters for knee extensors was noted for Groups I, IV and V (at high angular velocity) while significant differences always resulted from parameter decrease after 4 weeks of training -mainly in Groups III and VI.
At low angular velocities, the values of peak torque and average peak torque for knee extensors decreased for all groups except Group I.
The value of total work decreased in Group V resulting in a significant difference compared to Group I (Fig. 1) .
Irrespective of angular velocity, no intergroup differences were noted for knee flexors. Although all parameters increased at high angular velocity, the highest increase was observed in Groups I and IV; the highest total work increase at 240°/s was found in Group V.
At angular velocity of 30°/s, over 10% increase in total work was only observed in Group IV (Fig. 1) .
The hamstring/quadriceps strength ratio H/Q
After 4 weeks of vibration training, in Group V participants, the H/Q ratio increased significantly compared to the baseline at angular velocity of 30°/s (p=0.049). Group III members exhibited a statistically significant increase in the H/Q ratio at angular velocity of 240°/s compared to the initial measurement (p=0.017) ( Table 6) .
DISCUSSION
Electromyographic signals recorded during vibration exercise demonstrated that bioelectrical activity of the striated muscle increased with an increase in vibration frequency and amplitude [2] . We therefore assumed that, during our experiment, the major beneficial changes to the parameters of the dynamics of muscle activity would be observed in Group I, whose members participated in high in- According to Rogan et al. [34] , static positions over a longer period (which in our experiment was standing with knees and hips joints flexed to 90° for 60 sec) promote mainly strength endurance capacity of the striated muscles, although muscle strength and power have to be addressed. For this reason, we measured both endurance ability (average peak torque, total work) as well as the strength muscle ability (peak torque).
The testing of two angular velocities (30°/s and 240°/s) could help elucidate the effect of vibration training on muscle performance. fatigue and the use of anaerobic metabolism; they predominate in muscles engaged in activities in which short-bursts of intense energy [36] . An analysis of our results revealed that the beneficial changes in the isokinetic parameters mainly occurred during the tests performed at higher angular velocity, ie., 240°/s (Table 4 , Table 5 ). Martinez-Pardo et al. [9] had similar observations: after 6 weeks of whole-body vibration training (vibration frequency 50
Hz, peak-to-peak vibration displacement 4 mm, 2 training sessions a week), a statistically significant increase of isokinetic strength was observed at the highest angular velocity (270°/s). (Table 4 ). The lack of better results with respect to knee extensors might be attributed to the lack of changes in the training load. Devising a resistance training program requires the consideration of exercise mode as well as training frequency, intensity, and duration [37] . Positive adaptations in muscle strength might stem from dynamic exercises [12, 22] or resistance training The hamstring/quadriceps strength ratio (H/Q) has been frequently used to evaluate strength symmetry of reciprocal muscle groups stabilizing a given joint -the most often the knee joint [31] [32] [33] 38] . H/Q ratio abnormalities indicate increased susceptibility of an area to injury; in patients after knee injuries the ratio is significantly decreased [33] . Normal concentric H/Q ratios range from 0.42 to 0.8, depending on measurement condition (angular velocity, testing position and side) [31] [32] [33] . In all experimental groups, the increase in angular velocity was associated (Table 5) . It has been suggested that hamstring strengthening improves joint stabilization and reduces the risk of lower limb injury [38] . Since vibration training reduces strength asymmetry between the quadriceps and the hamstrings (as confirmed -in our study -by a tendency of the H/Q ratio to increase) and improves muscle strength imbalance between the lower extremities [39] it might be used for prevention and rehabilitation in patients with muscle and knee joint injuries including anterior cruciate ligament injury [13] .
A 4-week whole-body vibration training with vibration frequency and peak-to-peak displacement of 60 Hz/4 mm beneficially affects knee flexor strength profile in young men. Hence it seems that this protocol might be used by recreationally active subjects in sports training provided there are no contraindications to WBV application. Thus, we consider the high intensity WBV training as a useful method for personal trainers and fitness coaches.
Limitation of the study:
Our study has several limitations including a relatively small number of study participants in each of the research groups. The findings of this study are limited to synchronous platforms generating vertical vibrations. Also, we did not compare the functional ratios of eccentric hamstring to concentric quadriceps moments (extension), and concentric hamstring to eccentric quadriceps moments (flexion). Finally, we did not measure the actually generated vibration parameters and skidding of the feet as recommended by the International Society of Musculoskeletal and Neuronal Interactions [40] .
